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School Goals 

1. We will teach our students to be resilient and to collaborate. 
2. We will teach our students self awareness and self regulation. 

Principal’s Message 
I hope that everyone enjoyed a wonderful winter 
break spent with family and friends.  It has not 
taken long for us to get back into the routine of 
learning.   

As we begin a new calendar year, I want to take a 
moment to highlight the importance of 
attendance at school.  We plan our lessons with 
the assumption that students will be in class to 
participate.  When students miss class, they are 
missing out on learning opportunities.  This also 
applies to arriving late.  There are morning 
routines which are there to help the students get 
started for the day.  When they miss these 
routines because they are late, it can be very 
disruptive for them and for other students. 
Please be reminded that the warning bell goes at 
8:30am and by 8:40am students should be in 
class ready to go. 

Basketball season will be beginning soon.  I 
would like to extend a big thank you to our 
volunteer coaches and teacher sponsors.  The 
season would not happen without you. 

Kindergarten Registration opens from January 27 
to Noon on January 31.  Parents with students 
already in the school get registration priority for 
placement BUT you must still come in and 

complete the paperwork ON TIME.  We cannot 
hold spaces for anyone without getting the 
registration packages completed on time.  For 
further information please see this newsletter’s 
section on Kindergarten Registration. There is 
also a School of Choice Presentation at the 
Henry Grube Education Center on Wednesday 
January 15 at 6:30pm for those about to enter 
students into Kindergarten in School District 73 
who would like to better understand the options 
available to them. 



 

I will also continue to post the most up-to-date 
information about upcoming school wide 
activities and  events on our school website each 
week on Friday afternoon: 
https://south-sahali.sd73.bc.ca/.  With the new 
website, it is possible to subscribe to the feed so 
that each week the weekly schedule is emailed 
directly to your inbox. 

Thank you, 

Blake Buemann, Principal 
 

 

 

A few reminders : 
● No Idling Please - We kindly ask for our 

children that parents/caregivers do not 
leave their cars idling on or around our 
school perimeter.  You will see signs on 
fences and around the school.  Our 
students’ young lungs deserve not to 
inhale car exhaust so please turn off your 
vehicle as you park at the school.  I know 
in winter it is tempting to leave your car 
running, but in all seasons, we ask that 
you respect this request.   

Kindergarten Registration 
With the new year, comes registration for our 
new students. Yes, kindergarten registration is 
fast approaching. The registration format is a 
lottery system. Be assured that siblings of 
students returning to South Sa-Hali, who register 
on time, still have priority during the lottery. 

During the week of January 27 to January 31, 
2020 at noon, siblings and the general public will 
have one week to register. Hours for registration 
are 9 am to noon and 1:00 to 3 pm except for 
January 31 where registration ends at 12:00pm. 
After the week of registrations, we will know 

how many siblings and how many registrations 
from our catchment area we have. 

We look at the siblings of students returning to 
South Sa-Hali first. If the number of sibling 
registrations do not exceed the number of 
spaces available in our school, they all get in. If 
the number of sibling registrations do exceed the 
number of spaces available, then we have a 
supervised draw just for the siblings to see who 
gets in and who is on a wait list. 

Once the process for siblings is done, then we 
have a supervised draw for the catchment area 
registrations. The number of spaces available to 
the catchment area registrations depends on the 
number of sibling registrations we get (total 
space minus the total amount of siblings 
registered on time). 

For this process to work, you need to make sure 
your child is registered on time (Between 
January 27 and January 31 at noon) otherwise 
your child will go on a wait list with the general 
catchment area registrations. This waitlist stays 
with us for two years, until the end of grade 1. 

 
 

PAC News 
Welcome to 2020 Eagle Parents 

Treat Day - The next Treat Day will be on 
January 20; popcorn will be available for $2. 

Hot Lunches - Hot Lunch is up and running. 
Once again, a huge thank you to parents for 
getting the orders in on time. Lunches will be 
every Thursday. Another HUGE thank you goes 
out to the volunteers who come out every week 
to help organize and deliver the lunches. Parents 
- Please remind your child that if they're 
expecting a lunch and don't get it to go to one of 
the volunteers who will be happy to assist them. 

 

https://south-sahali.sd73.bc.ca/


 

Library Improvements - Last year, PAC 
committed $65,000 to the school to renovate 
and upgrade the library. Some of the changes 
have already taken place but there are many 
more to come. I'm sure your children have 
already told you about some of them. Of the 
$65,000, PAC has already given the school 
$25,000 leaving us with a fundraising goal of $ 
40,000. We would be thrilled to raise this in one 
year allowing us to move on to other endeavours. 
There is a fabulous group of ladies organizing a 
raffle to raise the funds.  We're currently seeking 
substantial donations of gift certificates and/or 
goods or services would be greatly appreciated. 
All of the raffle proceeds will go directly to the 
library renovations. If you have a donation, 
please email SSES_RAFFLE@hotmail.com  

Screenagers" - DPAC is hosting a screening of 
"Screenagers" at the Henry Grube on January 
13th at 6:30 pm. This is an award-winning film 
that probes into the vulnerable corners of family 
life and depicts messy struggles over social 
media, video games and academics. The film 
offers solutions on how we can help our kids 
navigate the digital world. Discussions will follow 
the 67-minute film.   

Our next PAC Meeting is on Thursday, January 
16 at 6:30 at the school. 

Have a great January ! 

 Allison Tremblay 
SSES PAC Chair 

Literacy Week - January 27-31 
L'École South Sahali will be celebrating Literacy 
Week January 27 to 31. Here are a few fun things 
that we have planned for our school. 

This is the same week that the School District is 
running the Unplug and Play Challenge. It is an 
opportunity for students and family members to 
become more aware of their screen time at 
home and to “unplug” more often during this 

week. More information will be coming home 
with your child. 

At some point every day this week, we will be 
participating in a surprise DEAR: Drop 
Everything And Read time. 

On Monday, January 27 students are asked to 
wear t-shirts that have writing on them if they 
like. All appropriate of course! 

On Tuesday, January 28 we will have students 
carry a poem in their pocket. Teachers may work 
on this with their students and you could also 
come up with ideas as a family, if you like. 

On Wednesday, January 29 reading rocks so 
wear some funky socks today! 

On Thursday, January 30 we are having a special 
“Dress Up As Your Favourite Book Character 
Day”. This is optional and could be a very simple 
costume with only a prop related to one of your 
child's favourite characters. If you have the book, 
send it along, or ask your child to borrow it from 
the school library.   

On Friday, January 31 we are having a 
school-wide pajama day with lots of time for 
reading. 

Grade 4/5 Ski Passes 
Ski Canada has a program where 
all grade 4 & 5 Canadian students 
are eligible to ski/snowboard 2 
times for free at each of the 
participating ski hills (Sun Peaks 

and Harper included) for a one time fee of 
$29.99.  Please see the link below for more 
information. 

https://www.skicanada.org/grade-4-5-snowpa
ss/ 

Marking Items With Your Name 
Students bring things from home whether it be 
out of necessity like jackets, boots and gloves or 
for fun.  Unfortunately with a school of almost 

mailto:SSES_RAFFLE@hotmail.com
https://www.skicanada.org/grade-4-5-snowpass/
https://www.skicanada.org/grade-4-5-snowpass/


 

400 people, items sometimes go missing.  It is 
much easier for us to help find items if the child’s 
name is written somewhere on the item.  Please 
take a few minutes to mark items brought to 
school. 

Please understand that the school is not 
responsible for lost items.  We do our best to 
help find things but are not always successful.  If 
a child brings something to school, it is their 
responsibility to keep it safe.  

Reporting an Absence 
Consistent attendance is a vital component of 
any program and absolutely necessary in order 
for a child to succeed. Significant student 
absences and lateness will impact your child’s 
ability to do well and achieve success in the 
educational program we offer at South Sa-Hali 
Elementary. However, on occasion it is 
necessary for your child to be away due to illness 
or other factors.  Please call 1-844-350-2647 or 
visit: go.schoolmessenger.ca  if your child is 
going to be late or absent.  You may also 
download the "SchoolMsgr" app for iPhone or for 
Android and follow the instructions.  If you need 
to pick up your child from school for an 
appointment you need to sign your child in and 
out at the office. 

SSES Handbook 
For a copy of our South Sa-Hali Handbook, 
please visit the school website and look in the 
“What’s Happening / News” section and then in 
“Newsletters” section. 

 

Other Important Dates for the 
Year 

Date Activity 

Monday, January 6 
First day of school after 

winter vacation 

Friday, February 7 District Non-Instructional Day 

– No Classes 

Monday, February 

17 
Family Day Holiday – School 

Closed 

Thursday, March 12 
Term 2 Report Cards Go 

Home 

Friday, March 13 Last day before Spring Break 

Monday, March 23 
First Day back after Spring 

Break 

Tuesday, April 7 Day of Sucwentwecw 

Friday, April 10 Good Friday- No classes 

Monday, April 13 Easter Monday- No classes 

Monday, April 27 
District Non-Instructional Day 

– No Classes 

Friday, May 15 
District Non-Instructional Day 

– No Classes 

Monday, May 18 
Victoria Day Holiday – School 

Closed 

Thursday, June 25 
Last day for students – report 

cards home 

Friday, June 26 Administrative Day 

 

READ MORE ON OUR WEBSITE  
http://south-sahali.sd73.bc.ca/ 

 

http://go.schoolmessenger.ca/
http://south-sahali.sd73.bc.ca/






UNDERSTANDING ANXIETY IN CHILDREN 
A Free Event for Parents 

SCHOOL DISTRICT No. 73 (Kamloops-Thompson) 

Where  do you  want to go? 

We’ll get you there. 

HENRY GRUBE 

EDUCATION CENTRE 

245 Kitchener Crescent 
     Kamloops, BC  V2B 1B9 

This is a repeat of  the session last May.  
 

School District 73 is presenting an evening 
parent workshop to provide information 
and basic tools to address the number one 
mental health concern in children, 
anxiety.  Parenting an anxious child can be 
challenging.  Having some understanding of 
anxiety, how it presents in children, and 
strategies that parents can use to help 
their child are pivotal to moving 
forward.  This event is suitable for parents 
of children in elementary school.  A session 
for parents of teens will be held at another  
time. 

FREE Parent Workshop 
Thursday, January 16, 2020 

6:30pm until 8:00pm 

This workshop will be facilitated by Jocelyn Campbell.  Jocelyn is a Mental Health Clinician 
for School District 73 - a jointly funded position through School District 73  

and Child & Youth Mental Health / MCFD 

After the workshop, local Child & Youth Mental Health Clinicians will be in attendance to 

answer any specific questions you may have about your child and mental health concerns.  



School District 73
Monday, January 13, 2020. 6:00-7:30pm
Henry Grube Education Centre
Free

BY:
WHEN:

WHERE:
TICKETS:


