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Friday, January 15, 2021 

 
Principal Update 

 
Dear Grown-Ups, 
 
Welcome to 2021. I trust that you all had a restful and relaxing Winter Break and hope that 
your child/ren were looking forward to coming back to school.  Although I missed spending 
time with my extended family in Seattle, I have to admit that my silver lining to the COVID-19 
restrictions was the forced relaxation.  Because the usual hustle and bustle of going to different 
social gatherings wasn’t present, I had time to sleep soundly, cook some delicious meals, 
snowshoe with my dog, and even read a book.   
 
Health and Safety 
As we continue to hear on the news, COVID-19 is all around us and cases are once again on the 
rise.  In order to keep students and staff safe, I’d like to draw your attention to a few items: 

1. Because the school grounds are a public space and can be very crowded at times, we 
ask you to wear a mask while you are on school property.  While I appreciate that we 
are outside, it is difficult to maintain the 2m of distance recommended by our public 
health officers on the pathways during pick-up and drop-off times. 

2. If you have not already completed and returned the “Acknowledgement to Perform 
Daily Health Check” form, please do so ASAP.  There is a copy of the form attached to 
this e-mail.  If you do not have a printer at home, please let your child’s teacher know 
and we can send one home with him/her/them. 

3. One of the simplest ways to keep everyone at school healthy is to keep your child/ren 
home if he/she/they are ill/not feeling well (this includes non-COVID illness). 

 
Water Bottles and Inside Shoes 
Over the holidays, we asked students to take home all of the belongings from their locker, 
including water bottles and inside shoes.  Some of these items have not yet made their way 
back to school.  COVID-19 health protocols do not allow students to use the water fountains, 
but they are allowed to use the water filling stations, so having a water bottle at school is 
necessary to help your child stay hydrated.  Another excellent item to send back to school, 
particularly for our younger students, is a change of clothes.  Sometimes, due to the changing 
weather, our field and playgrounds can get very wet and muddy and students fall, resulting in 
very wet and dirty clothes. 
 
Kindergarten Registration 
Kindergarten registration for schools of choice takes place from Monday January 25th at 9am to 
Friday, February 5th at noon.  Applications can be completed online by clicking here.  Those 

https://south-sahali.sd73.bc.ca/en/index.aspx
mailto:smabee@sd73.bc.ca
mailto:mdumas@sd73.bc.ca
https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/our-district-board/register-for-school.aspx?_mid_=27912


families who already have siblings at the school may also request a registration package to be 
sent home by calling Mme Lisa in the office (250-374-2451).   
 
Foundational Skills Assessments (FSA) 
The FSAs, which take place every year for our students in Grade 4 and 7, were originally 
scheduled to take place in September/October 2020, but were postponed until January 2021.  
We got word late last week that they were once again postponed and will begin February 16th 
and run through until March 12th. All students in Grades 4 and 7 across the province are 
expected to take part.  Parents of students in these grades will be getting a letter near the end 
of the month. 
 
Pink Shirt Day 
This year Pink Shirt Day will take place Wednesday, February 24th.  Although we celebrate and 
encourage kindness every day, we use this day to focus our attention on understanding what 
bullying actually is and strategies to counteract bullying.  We wear pink this day to promote 
inclusion and being kind to everyone.  Every year, I do my best to wear a bit of pink every day 
during the month of February, and I invite your children to wear pink as often as they can.  
 
This year we are ordering pink t-shirts and hoodies.  Order forms were sent home with your 
child/ren the first week after the break.  Orders and payment are due back to the office 
Wednesday, January 20th (late orders will not be accepted).  The order form is attached in this 
e-mail, or you can call Mme Lisa in the office for us to send home another hard copy for you. 
 
Literacy Week 
The week of January 25th-29th is Literacy week, with National Family Literacy Day taking place 
Wednesday, January 27th.  We have a number of fun school-wide activities planned to celebrate 
the importance of literacy and to encourage unplugging from devices and playing. 

• Monday January 25th – Shirts with Words Day 

• Tuesday January 26th – School-Wide Pyjama Day 

• Wednesday January 27th – Reading Rocks so wear Funky Socks Day 

• Thursday January 28th – Poem in your Pocket Day 
o Students are encouraged to either copy a short poem or create their own to 

carry in their pocket that day.  At any time throughout the day, someone may 
ask them to share it.  Be creative, and if it’s in French, even better!!!! 

• Friday January 29th – Dress as your Favourite Book Character Day 
 
Safe Arrival 
If your child/ren are going to be absent or late for any reason, rather than phoning the office 
directly, we ask you to log their absence using the following three methods: 

1. Call 1-844-350-2647 
2. Visit go.schoolmessenger.ca 
3. Download the SchoolMessenger app 

 
 

go.schoolmessenger.ca


School Logo Masks 
We still have a few School Logo Masks for sale in the office for $10.00.  We have child, youth, 
and adult sizes available.  Call Mme Lisa in the office to purchase one. 
 
 
Grants for Education - RESPs 
It’s never too early to start saving for your child’s post-secondary education.  Please see the 
attachments in this e-mail for an application for a $1200 Grant provided by the Ministry of 
Education.   
 
School Hallways 
Because parents aren’t permitted to be at school this year, I thought I would share a couple 
photos of the lovely work being displayed in our hallways at the moment. 



 
 
 
 

 











 


