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Tuesday, October 13, 2020 
 
Dear parents, guardians, and caregivers, 
 
Science tells us that the first day of Fall was on Tuesday, September 22; however, for some of 
us, it starts with the arrival of the Pumpkin Spice latte at Starbucks in late August.  For others, 
Fall begins when we start pulling the sweaters out from the back of the closet, wearing socks, 
raking leaves, or blowing out underground sprinkler systems. For me, Fall doesn’t start until I 
switch the AC off and turn the furnace on, which I did this Sunday.  However you measure the 
change in season, it is the middle of October, and the chilly feel of Fall has finally arrived.  We 
have been luxuriating in the sunshine and warm weather for the past few weeks, and now we 
need to prepare for the rain and snow lurking just around the corner.  Because weather can 
change at the drop of a hat, and students will be expected to go outside in inclement weather, 
please send your children to school prepared for the rain, snow, cold weather and mud.  Please 
make sure that all jackets, boots, mittens, hats, etc. are labelled as well, as our Lost and Found 
has already started to grow.  As the ground becomes wet, students will be required to take 
their shoes/boots off at exterior doors.  Please begin sending indoor shoes to school with your 
child/ren.  Once again, having them labelled makes it easier to get belongings back to their 
rightful owners. 
 
Fall is also accompanied by the arrival of “Cold and Flu” season and a reminder to check your 
children each morning for signs of illness before sending them to school.  Of course, you are 
looking for the COVID-19 symptoms listed on the Agreement to Perform Daily Health Check 
document (fever, chills, new or worsening of chronic cough, shortness of breath, loss of sense 
of smell or taste, diarrhea, nausea and vomiting), but if your child/ren is/are exhibiting any 
other signs of illness, we ask you to keep them at home until they are symptom-free.  We 
understand and appreciate that it can be an inconvenience to not have your child/ren in school, 
but staying home when you are sick is one of the primary ways in which we can limit the spread 
of illness at school.  A big thank you to those of you who have kept their child/ren home when 
they have been ill.  Once again, when you are reporting your child’s absence into the SafeArrival 
App, phone line or website, please indicate the type of illness so Interior Health can be notified 
if there is an outbreak of any kind and support us appropriately. 
 
We’ve had a few requests from parents requesting a change in their child’s seating in their class 
because of reports that there is a student that is coughing or is ill.  At the moment, to adhere to 
the advice given to us by the BC CDC, we are limiting the number of changes to seating plans in 
the case that contact tracing needs to occur.  Teachers have done their best to space students 
out as much as they can, and have been asked to change their seating plans no more than once 
a month.  While it can be quite disconcerting to hear such report from your child, please know 
that teachers have been and will continue to send any student exhibiting symptoms of illness 
down to the office to be sent home when they see them. 



 

 

 
We have been granted permission to use lockers at school, and a plan has been developed to 
minimize gathering and contact between cohorts in the hallways during break times and at the 
beginning and end of the day.  Teachers will be communicating with you and your child/ren as 
to when/how they will start using lockers/cubbies with their classroom. 
 
Although water fountains have been deemed off limit during the COVID-19, students are still 
allowed to use the water-filling stations.  Please remind your child/ren to bring their water 
bottle to school, as we will not be providing disposable cups to students.  As mentioned before, 
please label your child/ren’s water bottle.  You’d be amazed at how many get left in and around 
the school. 
 
Our school staff has agreed to encourage our students to bring a garbage-free lunch to school.  
What they are asking students to do is to pack out everything they packed in.  There are a 
number of reasons staff has decided to try this: 

1. You get to see what your child is eating or not eating.  There have been many times I 
have seen an entire apple with one bite out of it in the garbage because the child didn’t 
like that kind of apple, it was too big, etc.  I have seen countless sandwiches tossed out 
because they didn’t like the meat or the mustard.  By sending home everything, you can 
better gauge what your child will eat, and hopefully minimize the amount of food waste 
takes place. 

2. There are more recycling options for you at home to recycle the different types of 
packaging.  Yes, some of the most desirable snacks for your children sometimes come in 
not the most eco-friendliest packaging.  By having your child bring the packaging home, 
you can hopefully have some discussions around sustainability and make sure that it 
gets properly recycled instead of ending up in the landfill. 

3. It limits the frequency of students getting up out of their seats during the lunch eating 
time, and focusing them on their task of eating their lunch in a timely fashion. 

4. If you have concerns about this initiative, please contact your child’s teacher to discuss 
them. 

 
Our school’s calendar is now live on our school website: 
 https://south-sahali.sd73.bc.ca/en/index.aspx.  If you subscribe to the calendar, the site will 
send you a weekly e-mail reminder of the week’s events.  An important tool on the website, 
available to you and your children, is the pink ERASE Bullying button at the bottom right-hand 
corner.  This is an anonymous reporting tool for those students who do not feel comfortable 
reporting instances of bullying and harassment to an adult at school.  Teachers will review with 
students (particularly those in intermediate grades) how and when to use it, but it would be a 
good idea for you to show your child/ren where it is in the case that they need to use it. 
Each year, parents are entitled to purchase optional accident insurance for their child/ren.  
Please visit SD3 for more information https://www.sd73.bc.ca/en/community-parents-and-
students/optional-accident-insurance.aspx . 
 



 

 

Because youth sport teams haven’t had the chance to gear up and play games against their 
opponents during the past few months, we have decided to create an opportunity for your 
child/ren to wear their teams’ jersey each Friday on “Jersey Day.”  Students and staff are 
encouraged to wear a jersey (soccer, hockey, football, basketball, etc.) or their South Sa-Hali 
school clothing to create some school spirit.  It’s also an excellent opportunity for me to show 
my support for my beloved Seattle Seahawks, as many of you have noticed down at the parking 
lot/bus stop!  Go Hawks 
 
Parent-Teacher Conferencing will be taking place on Thursday October 15th.  If you haven’t 
already signed up for a time to meet with your child/ren’s teacher, please do so ASAP by visiting 
https://ptcfast.com/schools/Ecole_Elementaire_South_Sa_Hali.  Conferences will take place via 
Zoom this year; teachers will send out the Zoom invite this week.  If you are unable to meet at 
this time, please connect with the teacher to arrange an alternative time to meet.  To try to 
accommodate as many families as possible on this day, student dismissal is @12:30.  In an 
attempt to maintain physical distancing at the pick-up area, students with the last name 
beginning with A-L will be dismissed at 12:20 and students with the last name beginning with 
M-Z will be dismissed at 12:30.  There will be no lunch hour at school that day, so please pack 
an extra snack with your child/ren, as their class may have an additional snack time. 
 
Halloween is fast approaching, and it is bound not to look like anything we have seen in the 
past.  Because Trick or Treating will probably be limited this year, students are welcome to wear 
their Halloween costumes to school on Friday, October 30th if they want.  There are a couple of 
considerations/guidelines we would like for you to consider, however: 

1. No weapons (swords, guns, shields, etc.) may be brought to school. 
2. Masks that cover student faces are also not allowed.  For safety purposes, we need to 

be able to quickly identify all of our students.   
3. Younger students will be encouraged to change out of their costumes before heading 

outside to play at recess or lunch in order to limit damage to costumes and to 
encourage active play.  Please make sure that they are wearing comfortable clothes 
underneath their costumes so they can quickly remove their costumes to go outside and 
play.  Please feel free to contact your child/ren’s teacher regarding any other special 
plans for the class that day. 

 
We would like to say a big “MERCI” to the PAC who worked hard to raise money for our library 
renovation.  Because the renovations took place after the schools were closed to the public, 
you haven’t had the chance to see just how lovely it looks.  I can’t wait for a time, hopefully in 
the near future, when we will see it teaming with students of all ages using the different spaces.  
It is getting used, just in smaller groups one at a time.  The PAC also has a Facebook Group 
whose aim is to keep everyone apprised of all the lovely things the PAC is doing to support our 
students and our school community.  If you have asked to join, and haven’t been admitted, it’s 
because you haven’t answered the qualifying questions.  Because this is a private group, you 
must prove that you have a child at our school by answering these questions. 
 



 

 

 
 
IMPORTANT DATES 

• Wednesday, October 14th @ 6:30 – PAC Meeting 
o see the PAC Facebook page for the Zoom meeting information 

• Thursday, October 15th – 12:30 Dismissal for Parent-Teacher Conferencing 
• Friday, October 16th – Mme Niwa’s and Mme Wigness’ classes to Pete Murray’s 
• Monday, October 19th – Mme Viaud’s and Mme Smith’s classes to Pete Murray’s 
• Tuesday, October 20th – La journée des citrouilles – Mme Smith 
• Wednesday, October 21st  – Van Gohh Day 

o more information to come from classroom teachers 
• Friday, October 23rd – Provincial Professional Development Day (no school for students) 



 

 

• Tuesday, October 27th – Mme Sarah’s and Mme Nancy’s classes to the Wildlife Park 
• Friday, October 30th – Mme Jayme’s class to Pete Murray’s 

 
I appreciate that this was a long letter.  Thanks for reading all the way to the end. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Susie Mabee 
Principal 
 
 


