
craft

Principal's Message Upcoming Events
Jan. 11

Jan. 12
Jan. 16-20
Jan. 18
Jan. 19

Jan. 23-27

Jan. 23
Jan. 24

Jan. 25
Jan. 26

Jan. 27

Feb. 2

Feb. 3
Feb. 7

Feb. 8
Feb. 10
Feb. 16
Feb. 20
Feb. 23
Feb. 28

News
FROM THE NEST

JANUARY 6, 2023

Young Authors
Each year students in Grades 4-7 are invited to
submit a manuscript to be considered for the
District Young Authors' Conference, which is
held the first week in May.  Deadlines for
submission are yet to be determined, but if this
is something your child/ren is/are interested in,
please have them start now.  Mme Hunter will
share more information when it becomes
available.

Grade 7 Treat Day (see flyer attached)
School of Choice Information Night
Wigness and Venables to Gymnastics
Jess Dance - Artist in Residence
Twin Day
Mme Jayme to Gymnastics
Wallis and Funk to Stake Lake
Family Literacy Week
School of Choice Registration Week
Wearing Words Day
Dress as your favourite book character
PAC Meeting @ 6:30pm
Reading Rocks So Wear Funky Socks
Poem in Your Pocket Day
Wigness, Waters, and Hall To Harper
School-Wide Pyjama Day
TRU Wolfpack Day (Robinson, Hugues,
Funk, Wallis)
Report Cards Go Home
Kindergarten Round-Up
Pro-D Day (No School for Students)
Nancy and Magalie to Stake Lake
Kindergarten Dental Screening
Carnaval
Grade 7 Babysitting Night 5-8
Heritage Stamps are due
Family Day (School is closed)
School Science Fair
PAC Meeting @ 6:30pm

Welcome Back.   I hope that your family had
a happy and restful Winter Break and you are
all ready to start 2023 with boundless
energy.  I am not much for New Year's
Resolutions, but the beginning of the new
year offers an excellent opportunity to take a
moment and reflect on the past year.  As
such, I am renewing my commitment to being
better than I was yesterday, even if it is just
making sure that I smile a little more than I
did yesterday.
On another note, Mme Clare has extended
her leave, and will not be back with us until
Feb. 8th, at the very earliest. Any questions
you have for her can be directed to me
(smabee@sd73.bc.ca).  We do have Sonja
Corea who will be filling in for Mme Clare
while she is away, but she will need some
time to settle in, so please send any queries
my way.
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Criminal Records Check Carnaval

Basketball
Basketball season is getting ready to
begin, and with Mme Clare being away,
Mme Sonja Corea and I will be doing our
best to get caught up with all of the
planning and coordinating.  We are still in
need of a coach for our Tier 1
Recreational Girls team.  If you are able
to volunteer a few hours a week, we
would love to have you.

Any parent wanting to volunteer on a
classroom field trip or as a parent driver
will need to complete a Criminal Records
Check.  This can be easily done online at
https://justice.gov.bc.ca/criminalrecordcheck

CODE: CL23LSGQGG
It is free of charge.  Because it can take a
few weeks for these to come back to us, if
this is something you are thinking of doing
this year, I would recommend starting the
process, ASAP.

On February 8th, both  French Immersion
elementary schools and the francophone school
École Colline d'or will be participating in our
homage to Quebec's winter "Carnaval". 
 Students in Kindergarten to Grade 2 will travel
to École Lloyd George, students in Grades 3-4
will travel to École Colline d'or, and students in
Grades 5-7 will be at École South Sa-Hali for a
morning replete with winter activities such as
sledding, ice castle sculpting, singing, and
dancing.

 
Students will be traveling to the venues via
school bus, and will be eating their lunch at
their home school.  We may need a few
parent volunteers, so please let me know if
this is something in which you would like to
take part.  You can e-mail me at
smabee@sd73.bc.ca.

JESS Dance - Artist in Residence
During the week of January 16th-20th, a dance instructor, DAMARISE, will be at our school
teaching a variety of dance styles IN FRENCH, (South African Gumboot Dancing, Samba,
Creative, Modern, and Afro-Fusion).  There are NO ceremonial dances, and all dances will
be taught with appropriate cultural context.  Students will be treated to a 35-40min lesson
each day this week, and there will be a performance on Friday afternoon from 2:10- 2:45
and parents are invited to attend. The focus of this program is on being safe with your body
and those around you, having fun, listening with your whole body, trying your best, and
teaching others what you have learned.  I am looking forward to seeing everyone bust a
move.

https://justice.gov.bc.ca/criminalrecordcheck
https://jessdance.com/faculty/damarise-ste-marie
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Staying Home when Sick
E.R.A.S.E. Tool

Kindergarten Registration Young Artists
Each year, select students in Grades
4-7 in SD73 are invited to participate
in the Annual Young Artists'
Conference, held at TRU the first week
of May.  Submissions will be  collected
at the school level in February and
students will be chosen prior to Spring
Break.  If this is something your child is
interested in, please have
him/her/them connect with Mme
Muraca or Mme Schroeder. 

I hope that everyone had ample time to
rest up and get healthy over the winter
break. There were sure some nasty bugs
floating around prior to the holidays.
Keeping that in mind, I would like to
remind everyone to keep their child home
when they are ill. This is the best way to
keep everyone at school safe and healthy. 

Expect Respect and a Safe Education is all about
building safe and caring school communities.  If
there is something worrying your child or your child’s
friends at school, let an adult know who can help
resolve the situation.  The erase Report It tool is an
easy way to send a message to your school who will
follow-up on the situation right away. They will
follow-up with you privately, if you provide your
name. DON’T WORRY, YOU DON’T HAVE TO GIVE
YOUR NAME AND THE PROBLEM WILL BE KEPT
PRIVATE.https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/era
se/help

Kindergarten registration for schools of
choice will run the week of January 23rd-
27th.  Priority for registration will be
given to families who have a sibling
registered for the 2023-2024 school
year.  If you have a child who will be 5 by
December 31, 2023, please contact Mme
Lisa in the office so we can send a
registration package home with
his/her/thier older sibling.  

Dressing for the  Weather
We try to get students outside every day, even if it is only for 10-15 mins in very cold weather;
therefore, it is very important for your child/ren to come to school prepared for the weather. In
addition, teachers often bring their students outside for some fresh air, so appropriate winter
attire will be necessary.
Due to the ice, the sliding hill is closed at the moment, but just soon as we have ample snow, it
will open back up and students will be welcome to bring their sleds back to school. 
 Remember in order to sled, students need to be wearing the following:

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/erase/help


At some point every day this week, we will be participating in a surprise Drop Everything
And Read (D.E.A.R.).  If your child has a book they are reading at home, feel free to
send it to school with him/her/them time
On Monday, January 23rd students are welcome to wear clothes that have words on
them if they like. All appropriate of course!
On Tuesday, January 24th, we are having a special “Dress Up As Your Favourite Book
Character Day”. This is optional and could be a very simple costume with only a prop
related to one of your child's favourite book characters. If you have the book, send it
along, or ask your child to borrow it from the school library.
On Wednesday, January 25th, reading rocks so wear some funky socks today!
On Thursday, January 26th, students are encouraged to carry a poem in their pocket.
Teachers may work on this with their students during the week and you could also come
up with ideas as a family, if you like. English and French poems are both acceptable.
On Friday, January 27th, we are having a school-wide pajama day with lots of time
for reading.

L'École Élémentaire South Sa-Hali will be celebrating Literacy Week January 23rd to 28th.
Here are a few fun things that we have planned for our school. This is the same week that
the School District is running the Unplug and Play Challenge. It is an opportunity for
students and family members to become more aware of their screen time at home and to
“unplug” more often during this week. More information about this challenge will be sent
home with primary students.
We have a number of activities happening each day that week:

Talent Show/Spectacle de Variété

Jan. 12th : Information session for interested students at lunch. 
Feb. 27th - Mar. 3rd : Auditions. Audition performances are expected to be complete
and polished, so start practicing well ahead of this date. Unfortunately, not all
students auditioning will be chosen to participate. We are looking at a variety of
performances and grade levels.
March 6th : Finalists will be announced. Permission forms will be sent home.
March 13th - 16th : Rehearsals and blocking.
March 17th : Spectacle de variétés!

Has your child/ren been working on developing an artistic skill or ability? We would love to
showcase his/her/their progress in a “Spectacle de variétés” assembly on March 17th!
Important dates:

Any questions can be directed to Mme Evelyne Diederichs ediederichs@sd73.bc.ca

Family Literacy Week

mailto:ediederichs@sd73.bc.ca


Mabel's Labels

Parking Lot School Jerseys
If your child is not playing basketball
this year and you still have a jersey at
home, could you please return it to the
school, as we have a number of
teams.  If your child/ren was issued a
jersey for volleyball, he/she/they can
use this jersey for the basketball
season as well.

Label your Child/ren's
Belongings

You would think after clearing out our Lost
and Found prior to the break, we wouldn't
have any items this early into the new year. 
 Well, you would be wrong.  There are
already a number of water bottles which
have turned up and we would like to get
them back to their rightful owners.  We have
also seen jackets and snowpants turned into
the lost and found already.  We ask that you
label all of your child/ren's items
(particularly those pesky water bottles) with
your child's name.

visit https://mabelslabels.ca/en_CA/by-
occasion/school-labels.html
Click support a fundraiser
Search for South Sahali. Select our school
Shop as normal! 20% of your purchase comes
back to the PAC.

Mabel's Labels is an excellent option for you to
take advantage of, at the same time as giving
back to the school.  It is very easy to access.

1.

2.
3.
4.

This is a gentle reminder that there is no parent
parking in the upper parking lot.  This area is
very busy before and after school, so please
drop off and pick up your child/ren from the
bottom parking lot.  You are welcome to access
the top parking lot if you are picking your child
up during the school day (9am-2:30), but
please avoid using it during the lunch hour as
well.
We have also noticed that there are some
families walking up/down the driveway, which
at the moment is very slippery.  We ask that you
use please use the path as it is much safer. 

https://mabelslabels.ca/en_CA/by-occasion/school-labels.html

