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Monday, October 4, 2021 
 

Important Health and Safety Update 
 

Good evening parents, 
 
As I am sure you have already heard, Education Minister Jennifer Whiteside and Provincial 
Health Officer Dr. Bonnie Henry today announced updates to the Public Health Communicable 
Disease Guidance for K-12 Schools and the Provincial COVID-19 Communicable Disease 
Guidelines for K-12 Settings to require masks for students in Kindergarten to Grade 3. 
 
The rollout will begin on Monday, October 4 when all students in B.C. schools will be required 
to wear a mask when inside a school building, including while at their desks and on buses. This 
measure builds on the existing guidelines that currently apply to all students in Grades 4 to 12. 
 
Pediatric masks have been ordered; however, they will surely not arrive to school by Monday 
morning.  We do have some disposable masks for them to use, but the fit will not be great.  If 
you have a mask for your child/ren, please send it with him/her/them to school.  As with 
anything you send to school, we ask that it is labelled with their first and last name so that it 
can be returned to him/her/them in the event that it gets lost or misplaced. 
 
I also ask you to take a close look at the Daily Health Check that is included here as well.  The 
most effective way to keep everyone at school safe and healthy during this health crisis and 
during cold and flu season is to keep your child/ren home when he/she/them are ill. 
 
As much as we had hoped COVID was in the rearview mirror, it is still here and causing lots of 
inconvenience.  Teachers will continue to do some outdoor learning, particularly when the 
weather is so nice, in order to get some fresh air and breaks from wearing masks more 
frequently. 
 
As always, if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me either via e-mail 
or phone. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Susie Mabee 
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